01:12:02.000 --> 01:12:06.000
Welcome. This is our New Mexico Speculative fiction.

01:12:06.000 --> 01:12:18.000
Authors panel. we had, you know, wanted to do this, and then realized it, putting it together that we
should do it for the whole afternoon.

01:12:18.000 --> 01:12:26.000
So welcome to the whole afternoon, not really we can't fit that into our schedule.

01:12:26.000 --> 01:12:29.000
But we have our panelists going to introduce our families.

01:12:29.000 --> 01:12:37.000
Let me make sure I get my notes up so I don't miss something I was supposed to let you all know about.

01:12:37.000 --> 01:12:45.000
I'm Leslie Donovan I am chair of the con and teacher at Unm.

01:12:45.000 --> 01:12:55.000
I know. I teach teach this a lot that you and and panelists are just given.

01:12:55.000 --> 01:13:08.000
Go that way. David Bratman, ours Mthon, 52 scholar, guest of honor, who knows? lots about lots of
authors.

01:13:08.000 --> 01:13:22.000
And then next to David, we have Joe Young, just young who is from New Zealand, and a scholar on
various

01:13:22.000 --> 01:13:28.000
Very authors you may be most well known. it is George R.

01:13:28.000 --> 01:13:33.000
Martin and Love Crap, and you do other things. I have to

01:13:33.000 --> 01:13:50.000
And then we have jessica Goodman That's what I'm missing. Take it Jessica Dickinson, who is been giving
lots of tech help around so you can thank her for a lot of

01:13:50.000 --> 01:13:56.000
that, and who is an account and reader and has gotten lots of cons.

01:13:56.000 --> 01:14:01.000
That fantasy, speculative addiction, science, Fiction, etc.

01:14:01.000 --> 01:14:08.000
And then on my right is Grace Man, who is on our Council Stewart.

01:14:08.000 --> 01:14:12.000
From my opinion, society, this is her first Midcom people.

01:14:12.000 --> 01:14:18.000
Last year virtual midpoint was her absolute first.

01:14:18.000 --> 01:14:25.000
This is the first. and first I should say, okay, and then on the bar end, Yeah, guys,

01:14:25.000 --> 01:14:31.000

Our other guest of honor. are on their desktop on our rearrison.

01:14:31.000 --> 01:14:51.000
Who is herself a fiction writer, speculative addiction in a variety of and modes, and Herbert will be giving
her guests about her speech tonight at the banquet so stay tuned for other good stuff and

01:14:51.000 --> 01:14:58.000
what we are gonna do now, because, you know, we have 2 min talk about everybody.

01:14:58.000 --> 01:15:15.000
We all still have with this 4 other. Apart from comparison, actual New Mexico authors who have
graciously agreed to join us for this panel to share their ideas, and you might want to pick their brains,
and

01:15:15.000 --> 01:15:26.000
we have one of their works back there, i'm good in try to introduce them briefly, but as we progress they
can tell you a little more about themselves.

01:15:26.000 --> 01:15:37.000
Walter John Williams, britain so many things I'm not gonna start describing any of his books in the back.

01:15:37.000 --> 01:15:43.000
If anybody wants to buy one or autograph a copy or see what they are, they're back there.

01:15:43.000 --> 01:15:52.000
Ian Triggalis over there. also alternative history.

01:15:52.000 --> 01:16:06.000
Fine fine writer who was in lost out almost, and is now located in Santa Fe, so has driven down for this
today. and Betsy James over here.

01:16:06.000 --> 01:16:16.000
Gosh! writer up, I guess mostly's vaccinated fiction fantasy theme.

01:16:16.000 --> 01:16:22.000
So and he's located in privilege of being her college.

01:16:22.000 --> 01:16:26.000
She teaches like honors college with me at you and M.

01:16:26.000 --> 01:16:37.000
So. Steve, It was supposed to come, but I have not seen him come in, so you may trickle in in a while.

01:16:37.000 --> 01:16:43.000
And he writes, science fiction primarily and It's local author from New Mexico.

01:16:43.000 --> 01:16:55.000
I mean Okay, So what we want to do is we're gonna have most of the panelists i'm gonna not until we
meet for time.

01:16:55.000 --> 01:17:14.000
I'm gonna We're gonna only talk a few minutes of that perhaps some of the more well known
speculative diction authors from New Mexico each of us will talk about you know 3 to 5 min about one
or

01:17:14.000 --> 01:17:20.000
2, maybe, and then we are gonna throw. I would open to the rest of you.

01:17:20.000 --> 01:17:30.000
Hopefully, we've our 3 authors in and we want we want lively discussion and interaction.

01:17:30.000 --> 01:17:37.000
Rather than you know back in at Yale. That makes sense.

01:17:37.000 --> 01:17:43.000
Okay. Oh, rubber! I want to start as our author guest the honor.

01:17:43.000 --> 01:17:52.000
I don't want to start actually I looked out Yeah, it's unusual. Yes, Okay, Dave, you want to start?

01:17:52.000 --> 01:18:10.000
Okay. As we, as we see from the audience before us, there are many spectral fiction authors who live
here in New Mexico, many of whom have have moved here because of the the delightful opportunities
particularly the community is formed

01:18:10.000 --> 01:18:21.000
for many years. The central figure of the Sf. community in Santa Fe was Roger Zelazne, who, I think, was
one of the finest sf authors of this generation, and who is remembered.

01:18:21.000 --> 01:18:29.000
I think my also knew him for his kindness, generosity, and mentoring, he moved to Santa Fe in 1,975,
and lived there until his death.

01:18:29.000 --> 01:18:39.000
20 years later. Many of his later works are influenced by his living in New Mexico, and I have 2 of his
novels here.

01:18:39.000 --> 01:18:56.000
From that period Ridge of Ashes and I of Cat I have Cat, which is published in 1,982 it is has is a story of a
Navajo master tracker who allows himself to be tracked by a Telepathic

01:18:56.000 --> 01:19:05.000
alien shapeshifter, he eventually goes to ground in Canyon to say on naval land and eastern Arizona,
where he knows that knows the territory intimately, and most of the later part of the

01:19:05.000 --> 01:19:12.000
book takes place there in the manner of ethnographic reports and books like Ursula wins the left hand
of darkness.

01:19:12.000 --> 01:19:19.000
I have cat is interspersed with retellings of Navajo myths that reflect on the story without directly
contributing to the plot.

01:19:19.000 --> 01:19:26.000
It's generally considered. I think his best of his later books Bridge of Ashes is much more difficult to read.

01:19:26.000 --> 01:19:37.000
It is about a a teenage boy who was a telepathic receptor of such power that since infancy has been
bombarded with sense perceptions of others.

01:19:37.000 --> 01:19:48.000
The impact of this has sent them to a kind of anatonia, and the first part novels, written from his
fragmented perspective, and causes the book to be what should be dismissed by some as experimental
the point of

01:19:48.000 --> 01:19:59.000
unreadability. but it does get become integrated as it goes along. because telepathic perception in this
story is limited by distance.

01:19:59.000 --> 01:20:06.000
His parents have moved to an isolated spot in northern New Mexico, and a desperate attempt to reduce
the noises in their son's head.

01:20:06.000 --> 01:20:19.000
It Doesn't work he can receive images from far away but there are view scenes set in the country side
and inside in Santa Fe which gives the last the opportunity to provide a little bit of local color.

01:20:19.000 --> 01:20:21.000
Another story by Leslie said in New Mexico.

01:20:21.000 --> 01:20:31.000
It has my favorite origin. Story. The early 1980 S. were a heyday of the Science Fiction, femaleology,
collections of stories that were related by sharing a subject being at 1 point.

01:20:31.000 --> 01:20:46.000
So Leslie, Head on his desk. requires to contribute to an anthology of stories about unicorns, a collection
of science fiction chess stories, and one of emf story set in bars which is not as silly as it

01:20:46.000 --> 01:20:56.000
sounds. Lord duncan he's junk dorcan story, and are the secrets tails of the White Heart have been a
fruitful venue for this in the past on Salesney telling him this George

01:20:56.000 --> 01:21:04.000
R. Martin suggests to him that he write a story about a unicorn plank chess in a bar and sell it to all 3.

01:21:04.000 --> 01:21:09.000
It's called Unicorn variation and one it was one a Hugo Award.

01:21:09.000 --> 01:21:18.000
The they are in. The story is in a deserted saloon and a ghost town in New Mexico. when the unicorns
opponent is a hiker who comes across the point and the stakes of the

01:21:18.000 --> 01:21:26.000

chess match on the set that happens to be. There are the fate of humanity as natural species go extinct.

01:21:26.000 --> 01:21:28.000
The uniform explains, mythical ones come to take their place.

01:21:28.000 --> 01:21:31.000
Humans are scheduled next to go, and you in accordance to replace them.

01:21:31.000 --> 01:21:36.000
The chess match is to settle the issue.

01:21:36.000 --> 01:21:40.000
Now there is some I would also like to turn to another author.

01:21:40.000 --> 01:21:44.000
Joseph is going to say more about George R.

01:21:44.000 --> 01:21:49.000
Martin, but I would like to discuss another book by him in the 1,900 eightys.

01:21:49.000 --> 01:22:00.000
So after he moved to Santa fe martin published 2 large dark, fantasy novels said in our world crafting
and loving detail. Unfortunately, didn't sell very well, so had to give up that line of work but I think

01:22:00.000 --> 01:22:05.000
They're excellent books, especially the second one the army getting rack, which I consider his greatest
novel.

01:22:05.000 --> 01:22:17.000

He. This was written in the mid eighties. it said. At that time it recounts the reunion tour of a fictional
disparate heavy metal rock band from the late sixtys sort of like an American version of led

01:22:17.000 --> 01:22:25.000
Zeppelin the band's history its members its music and the social history around it are recounted and
awesomely realistic detail.

01:22:25.000 --> 01:22:36.000
You will read this book, and then you will go to your shelf and look for the albums that's how believable
it is the fantasy element it's haunted by the shade, not of a dead person

01:22:36.000 --> 01:22:43.000
but of a past time the sixtys. Now the 2 things about this book that a particular interest to us here.

01:22:43.000 --> 01:22:52.000
First. The name of the band is the Nasgou. Yes, they started out with Tolkien Fans, and being heavy
metal types, they thought the Nazis were cool.

01:22:52.000 --> 01:22:57.000
So they took the name there. isn't much about the Lord the brings in the book, but it works in the
background as part of the sixties.

01:22:57.000 --> 01:23:06.000
Popular culture second in our world. We had Woodstock, which was the high point of the
counterculture movement, but it was followed by Altamont.

01:23:06.000 --> 01:23:17.000
The disasters follow up in this book. That was a third concert after Altamont, which was even more
disastrous, and that took place at West Meso right here in Albuquerque, but not School, where the

01:23:17.000 --> 01:23:29.000

headliners, but during the middle of their set their lead single, was shot and killed by a person unknown.
That was the end of the movement and the end of the band, so that raises 2 questions for the
appending reunion tour first How are

01:23:29.000 --> 01:23:32.000
the as well going to reform if they're lead Singer is dead?

01:23:32.000 --> 01:23:35.000
And second, are they going to play at West Mesa again?

01:23:35.000 --> 01:23:40.000
And what will happen when they do if you like it? Contemporary setting, dark fantasy?

01:23:40.000 --> 01:23:44.000
You really owe it to yourself to read this book and the local setting a part of the story.

01:23:44.000 --> 01:23:48.000
Their songwriter has stayed here in Albuquerque.

01:23:48.000 --> 01:23:58.000
You go to yourself to read this book, and the local setting is just a plus alright, Joseph. Okay.

01:23:58.000 --> 01:24:03.000
Well, i'm there's more to georgia I'm Martin, and than just what i'm gonna talk about.

01:24:03.000 --> 01:24:08.000
But I think I David has says, you know, able to provide an introduction to that.

01:24:08.000 --> 01:24:20.000

And most people do know Georgia Alan through through his his, the novels he's currently working on,
and the interesting things most people don't know those novels through the Tv ataptation game of
thrones which

01:24:20.000 --> 01:24:31.000
makes things difficult, because game of thrones either i'm not sure either either is or became, or was
received, that as very much a dark comedy.

01:24:31.000 --> 01:24:42.000
I I find it's very rare that I find anyone who's willing to do anything more than than tell me jokes about it,
which is why I had to come to come to New Mexico to find people to talk to a lot

01:24:42.000 --> 01:24:50.000
but very nothing puts a global multimedia phenomenon in perspective than starting to tell people you're
writing a book about it.

01:24:50.000 --> 01:25:02.000
Anyway. if you haven't probably look at the novels some of the licenses some of us, and fire novels,
which is what people learn from friends is based on you will actually find a very sophisticated very

01:25:02.000 --> 01:25:07.000
highly literate. Take on the modern fantasy genre as practiced in America.

01:25:07.000 --> 01:25:13.000
No i'm sorry pratchet one suit it's always surprising how many people don't know what everybody
knows

01:25:13.000 --> 01:25:24.000
So I'm. just i've i've been asked to give a couple of a brief introduction to what what sunlight and fire is it
it chronicles a single of interlinked trials and travails that

01:25:24.000 --> 01:25:27.000

convolve the medievalist realm of Westeros.

01:25:27.000 --> 01:25:33.000
In the aftermath of a successful rebellion, to remove an unbalanced, unjust king.

01:25:33.000 --> 01:25:41.000
Mountain shuffles together. Various impressions of these struggles, including those of the new Kings
Exasperated Counselors His Mystery to Queen.

01:25:41.000 --> 01:25:45.000
A prestigious night, a disabled dynastic liability.

01:25:45.000 --> 01:25:50.000
A young damsel of the quarter young scapegrace, a smuggler, and the old kings exiled air.

01:25:50.000 --> 01:26:02.000
And so what? And this grand pageant of medievalist characters and medievalist concerns takes place in
relation to a pair of supernatural elements, the rediscovery of dragons which were thought

01:26:02.000 --> 01:26:12.000
extinct centuries ago, and the gradual recreations of the others, who are a race of primordial ice demons
from Westerosi folklore.

01:26:12.000 --> 01:26:24.000
Now those magical elements provide the ice and fire of the title, but they also frame a series of quite
penetrating investigations into the relationship between personal and institutional morality.

01:26:24.000 --> 01:26:27.000
This is one of those but the central concerns of the story.

01:26:27.000 --> 01:26:38.000
These books are famous for them as Anthra be for their for their cynicism and violence, and they are,
they are undoubtedly cleric, confrontational narratives with a lot of quite disastrous emotional

01:26:38.000 --> 01:26:45.000
litdowns, and them at that time. but they are all set. They also contend some remarkable displays of
virtue.

01:26:45.000 --> 01:26:55.000
Somewhere some remarkably well written, heroic last stands, and passages of allergic writing about
characters going through hell to live up to their ideals.

01:26:55.000 --> 01:26:58.000
Parallelism in Moffman is actually this is in this sense.

01:26:58.000 --> 01:27:01.000
I think you you occasionally hear Martin referred to as the American Tolkien.

01:27:01.000 --> 01:27:07.000
I don't think that's a particularly constructive way of looking. I think he's much more the American terry
pratchet.

01:27:07.000 --> 01:27:12.000
But but the American Tolkien title had yet has has stuck in and not going anywhere.

01:27:12.000 --> 01:27:24.000
Then the the closest point of contact. I think between Martin and Tollkin is that in my in a song, a voice
and fire heroism is not a license.

01:27:24.000 --> 01:27:37.000

It's a job description and and he you know Martin makes his characters work very hard for the readers
respect, and the ongoing questions of who does and doesn't put in the effort, and who succeeds and
who

01:27:37.000 --> 01:27:44.000
doesn't. yeah is a really really interesting employment off fantasy formulae for for rhetorical effect.

01:27:44.000 --> 01:27:56.000
I think that the the mark of a good writer, I think, is one who can take the requirements of the of their
genre or their full, and actually use them as tools rather than obeying them as restrictions, and and

01:27:56.000 --> 01:28:03.000
and Martin does this exceedingly. well I think in a long way, and fire and don't get put off by the
steelness of the books, either.

01:28:03.000 --> 01:28:14.000
If you haven't read them, th th these books are written in a quite clear, accessible way, confident
readers. And I think everyone here is probably a company that should be able to get through a song
device and file like Vo through an

01:28:14.000 --> 01:28:18.000
undergrad Okay, it's it's it's as simple as that.

01:28:18.000 --> 01:28:29.000
Now the question has been raised as to Why, i'm a white American would write this, of course, because
America has this interesting relationship with the Middle Ages where you didn't have any and and and
yet you seem

01:28:29.000 --> 01:28:34.000
peculiarly interested in it also, because you didn't have any

01:28:34.000 --> 01:28:43.000

I was talking here the other day about with someone talking about the the influence of Sir Walter Scott's
medieval is novels on all American culture is apparently quite profound.

01:28:43.000 --> 01:28:53.000
What's recently occurred to me as I continue to write on Martin because he's a very giving off that you
can continue right about it. is that this style of fantasy is actually quite a distinctly American

01:28:53.000 --> 01:28:59.000
phenomenon. If you look at the great medievalist fantasy, index of the last half century or so.

01:28:59.000 --> 01:29:03.000
They're mostly written by Americans people like Raymond D. vice.

01:29:03.000 --> 01:29:06.000
David Eddings, Mercedes Lackey, Terry Brooks, Robert Jordan.

01:29:06.000 --> 01:29:11.000
These are all American authors, the British fantasists of what you might call the Post-sellarian era.

01:29:11.000 --> 01:29:14.000
Characters like Neil Gayman, Susanna Clark, Ellen Ghana.

01:29:14.000 --> 01:29:22.000
They tend to work on much smaller, more. parochial scales. Jk. Rowland proposes a whole whizzing
world, but she only ever really talks about one school.

01:29:22.000 --> 01:29:35.000
It's a story about a school the with the rest of the world is there because the school needs a broader
sitting, and once you move out of off the school grounds, the wizarding world ceases to make sense But
the what i'm trying to make here is that

01:29:35.000 --> 01:29:43.000
serialized door stops of medievalist exotica like a song of license via very much an American thing, and
it's laudable that.

01:29:43.000 --> 01:29:53.000
But that's not surprising that it was a guy from New Jersey, who's lived in Santa Fe since the 19 eightys
who would be the one to put the the common places and conventions of that tradition to

01:29:53.000 --> 01:30:06.000
work for rhetorical effect to put the genre on trial, and it's actually quite it's quite interesting to see the
fantasy John will put on trial by someone who quite passionately loves it.

01:30:06.000 --> 01:30:09.000
Fantasy is often put on trial by its detractors.

01:30:09.000 --> 01:30:19.000
To have it put on trial by A. by A. by a proponent. who says this is what fantasy is, for This is what Hello!

01:30:19.000 --> 01:30:23.000
The the stories we tell each other is for is is actually real.

01:30:23.000 --> 01:30:34.000
A really interesting thing to read. These are these are worth the read don't judge the book by
adaptation. Yeah, get get get the books, read the books, and and you know, and have fun with them
because they are.

01:30:34.000 --> 01:30:37.000
They are marvelous fun as well as as everything else.

01:30:37.000 --> 01:30:52.000
I I should like to interject in response to Joseph's statement. Don't talk about by sanitation that when I
were an essay up the difference between the pokings lord and the rings and the movie adaptations

01:30:52.000 --> 01:31:05.000
of it I use as a header to quotation that I found on somebody's t search which said never touch up book
by its movie. and I think that's a very relevant thing you could say I I mean game.

01:31:05.000 --> 01:31:07.000
Of thrones is is is marvelous fun and certainly without without it.

01:31:07.000 --> 01:31:13.000
I wouldn't have been able to get a get a single offer study on a non-canonical author published by
rugged.

01:31:13.000 --> 01:31:19.000
I'm sure but it's just worth stating just bit but i'm aware i'm taking up time in.

01:31:19.000 --> 01:31:26.000
I can't think of anything that's game of thrones did based on the song of license file.

01:31:26.000 --> 01:31:31.000
As long as the fire is better than its Tv series in every respect including the ending.

01:31:31.000 --> 01:31:35.000
Okay, which we don't have Yes, but you know he's.

01:31:35.000 --> 01:31:40.000
He's working on it and i'm sure i'm sure he'll he'll do the most professional job he can, because he has a
professional word.

01:31:40.000 --> 01:31:46.000
Smith. you know, as as tolkien never walls so i'm sure he'll do a good job.

01:31:46.000 --> 01:31:59.000
Probably just about over 7 state my team so the 2 authors that I wanted to touch on are Eric Bell and
Sherry tpper I saw sherry taper's name showing up in the prior panel

01:31:59.000 --> 01:32:10.000
which was lovely I don't have a lot of depth in her most just enjoyed her grass book, because it's
fantastic and lovely, and she's a new Mexico local author and if

01:32:10.000 --> 01:32:16.000
you're thinking about the experience of living in a given geographic location, and how it shows up in
writing.

01:32:16.000 --> 01:32:24.000
I kind of think of it as a number line, So Is it influencing aspects of a secondary world that you're
generating?

01:32:24.000 --> 01:32:29.000
Or are you setting items in there? Are you setting your plot in that location?

01:32:29.000 --> 01:32:34.000
And so Eric Bell firmly angers the left hand side of the number line for me.

01:32:34.000 --> 01:32:43.000
He's a relatively new author he's a mescular Apache enrolled member that's a reservation about 3 h
south of here, around where the Lincoln National Forest is this like

01:32:43.000 --> 01:33:00.000
Justoseph Br Shacks. Chenu is a deeply embedded fantastical murder mystery, narrative, using what I
would frame as folk, monsters or book characters from his live tradition and in direct contrast to the

01:33:00.000 --> 01:33:05.000
argument that Americans don't have a medieval history we do their native American stories, their native
American history.

01:33:05.000 --> 01:33:15.000
You can climb around castles and places, all over you can call them castles, but they certainly look like
them, and they're climbing all over the Mexico.

01:33:15.000 --> 01:33:28.000
And so there's certainly a lot of depth to those stories, and she those indigenous narratives that are
deeply centered within our 574 different tribal nations, and you know and then all the ones that

01:33:28.000 --> 01:33:40.000
are federally recognized. so I love this piece it's challenging because it's from a perspective that I didn't
grow up with It's modern and fantastic. and it's just it's you know It's not all it's all one

01:33:40.000 --> 01:33:44.000
but won't take you very long to go through so so I definitely encourage you to reach out.

01:33:44.000 --> 01:33:56.000
He's also incredibly friendly you can find his phone number. on the tribal website, and he'll just chat
with you for hours about his book, which is a delight in terms of accessibility. So Yeah, So I really enjoyed

01:33:56.000 --> 01:34:01.000
this piece he's working on a new piece that's no science fictional.

01:34:01.000 --> 01:34:06.000

That i'm delighted to hear more about sherry Tupper again anchoring on the one.

01:34:06.000 --> 01:34:20.000
The number line a lot of how new her new Mexico experiences show up in her books at least from my
limited experience. I've bet folks here have read more about her than I have the physical location shows
up consistently so the

01:34:20.000 --> 01:34:25.000
world of grass is a world made of grass purple grasses and pink grasses and blue grasses.

01:34:25.000 --> 01:34:40.000
It's also in a universe heavily dominated by a a national Catholic church which makes us, if you're
thinking within the historical narrative of the 3 waves of genocide of colonialism that new

01:34:40.000 --> 01:34:52.000
Mexicans have come through in various times in ways so it's interesting because you get those religious
and political overtones as well as the ecological overtones and the tensions between people who come
to a frontier

01:34:52.000 --> 01:35:07.000
location. and there's a there's a very beautiful and frightening tension where the the colonists on grass
have hunts have aristocratic hunts, and they name the things that they are riding their

01:35:07.000 --> 01:35:17.000
mounts, and they're hunting foxes with hounds. But neither the fox is the mountain or the hounds, or
what we would describe those things on earth to be.

01:35:17.000 --> 01:35:22.000
And she does this beautiful job of making them creepier and creepier and more and more weird and
fantastic as you go through.

01:35:22.000 --> 01:35:27.000

So I don't wanna spoil the ending but I would definitely think about.

01:35:27.000 --> 01:35:35.000
Those ways in which the lived experience of the author can show up either through like a a intense
depth.

01:35:35.000 --> 01:35:45.000
Of experience, and rooting a fantastical story in their lived reality, or using it as beautiful flavoring for
something secondary, worldwide.

01:35:45.000 --> 01:35:48.000
And I would argue that Rebecca Rain Horse, So I was also reading.

01:35:48.000 --> 01:35:51.000
As pop for this panel, but I think Grace can speak to better.

01:35:51.000 --> 01:35:59.000
Does a lot of the same stuff, and speaks beautifully to the medieval period in the Americas, particularly
in Blackson.

01:35:59.000 --> 01:36:06.000
Exactly So I was very conscious in preparing for this panel that I am coming to New Mexico as an
outsider.

01:36:06.000 --> 01:36:21.000
I have never lived much of the Niagara apartment in the north of the United States, and so I started
looking at the list of New Mexico sidewalk. Fancy authors to sort of interrogate who I was already

01:36:21.000 --> 01:36:28.000
familiar with what what reading I had already done that had been influenced by authors in this region?

01:36:28.000 --> 01:36:38.000
And was surprised to find things like Diane evolved in with her Outlander series, has links to New Mexico
and hard and things like that.

01:36:38.000 --> 01:36:49.000
And then surprised me, because even in going back and reading I haven't seen a lot of that experience
coming through in in the narrative in fiction.

01:36:49.000 --> 01:36:58.000
It's Not where it's set and that i'm not seeing those those things coming up in the the speculative nature
of that fiction.

01:36:58.000 --> 01:37:13.000
But I was familiar with George R. Martin. and his wildcard series was one that I dealt into a lot, because
there's so many New Mexico authors who have have been published as part of that and who tell

01:37:13.000 --> 01:37:29.000
such amazing stories. and around this idea that this wildcard virus strikes the the country, and there's an
alternate history with people getting super powers that are beneficial at times or quite detrimental as
others but then

01:37:29.000 --> 01:37:33.000
as I started digging more into like Rebecca round horses.

01:37:33.000 --> 01:37:47.000
Writing is where I started to see a lot more of what I was hoping to see. the ways that living in New
Mexico, living in this region of the country shows up and starts to be a a door of understanding a
gateway of

01:37:47.000 --> 01:37:54.000

understanding of 4 readers. So I did. These are just the the copies that I have with me on the train
coming out here.

01:37:54.000 --> 01:38:13.000
But She did write a Star Wars novel, which I think is a brilliant way of of entering an existing universe
and being able to invite readers into some some aspects of New Mexico and Mexico culture that begin
to work

01:38:13.000 --> 01:38:17.000
their way very intentionally regent till he's grows peppers.

01:38:17.000 --> 01:38:21.000
Yes, bridge until he has a little far, but he grows New Mexican hepers as part of his little farm.

01:38:21.000 --> 01:38:33.000
This is the most beautiful you see the climate. The The details be enriching the world of these these
fantastic Science Fiction worlds that we're already very familiar, with.

01:38:33.000 --> 01:38:52.000
And we accept a very readily. And so it becomes very, very easy for us to see different types of culture
within sci-fi and Fantasy which is then very very clearly included in black sun which is a

01:38:52.000 --> 01:39:08.000
brilliant fantastical Sci-fi novel is a a different world, a different civilization and all that and everything is
based on pre Columbian indigenous tribes.

01:39:08.000 --> 01:39:26.000
Here in the United States, and so all of the different cultural pieces, and the just the the economy.
Everything is based in this existence history that we're so often cut off from knowing and experiencing.

01:39:26.000 --> 01:39:31.000

But is so very rich, and so that I was. I was very excited to read this one.

01:39:31.000 --> 01:39:38.000
There is a sequel to it as well which she'll be waiting on my doorstep when I return home.

01:39:38.000 --> 01:39:46.000
Well, i'm Glad I wait to go last so I am an author rights in New Mexico.

01:39:46.000 --> 01:40:00.000
I'm not probably Mexico i'm from Maine originally from many generations, and I do think there is this
really interesting distinction between authors who live in New Mexico and right and authors who are

01:40:00.000 --> 01:40:11.000
deeply crumb to Mexico, and the many the try or quadrant cultures that have been here for hundreds, if
not thousands, or tens of thousands of years.

01:40:11.000 --> 01:40:18.000
And I think it informs what we write and how we write about it in lively ways, as a process that is in
continuum.

01:40:18.000 --> 01:40:32.000
So the first books, we who are outsiders right when we arrive in this empty space of the desert, and so
many of us are trained to think of these lands, this continuation of the Tara Nullis and

01:40:32.000 --> 01:40:46.000
colonization are gonna be very different than the right things that we do by 1015, 2030 years into our
experience, dwelling in this rich, incredible culture that is an active resistance to colonization.

01:40:46.000 --> 01:40:53.000
And the concept of Paranolis and the concepts of empty history before colonization.

01:40:53.000 --> 01:40:59.000
And then in that wrestling and grappling with our white electricity and our eurocentricity.

01:40:59.000 --> 01:41:07.000
But then also with what it is to be and a European descended author in the United States.

01:41:07.000 --> 01:41:20.000
I think it's such a great question. like why are American authors so fascinated when therapy and
medieval history when we we don't have that's not the continuum of the places that we swell so

01:41:20.000 --> 01:41:36.000
our bodies and our families, and I think it brings me to the point of the stallion for lost places which you
know, is very Topian, and it's framework token live in this tension around it and the

01:41:36.000 --> 01:41:46.000
mythological place that is invented in that list all jokes and to me, there it's this thing that happens
around escapism. right?

01:41:46.000 --> 01:41:58.000
So fantasy is also a genre that often but not all qualities of escaping are the same.

01:41:58.000 --> 01:42:09.000
Some escape is in terms of back into our reps. in our habits, our old familiar patterns that are
comfortable amidst an uncomfortable world.

01:42:09.000 --> 01:42:16.000
Other escapism turns us into the the exploration of that nostalgic pass.

01:42:16.000 --> 01:42:33.000

For better or for worse. I am a heavy critique of outlander, and how it ripped off the patterns and
patriarchy with these token gestures of heavenism within it. and I totally get one people love serious or
something So

01:42:33.000 --> 01:42:36.000
fun about time. Travel and Portland. Are you looking at history?

01:42:36.000 --> 01:42:51.000
And then there's a third kind of escapist, which is a visionary escapism, and this is where the works of
like Rebecca, broncourse and Afghanistan so many and

01:42:51.000 --> 01:42:54.000
indigenous Futurism is really exploring heavily.

01:42:54.000 --> 01:43:04.000
Where do we take imaginative space back to assert our vision of the world that could be, and to work
work towards and walk towards it?

01:43:04.000 --> 01:43:23.000
And so I see they all these dimensions that play in New Mexico authors because of the body through the
info, and as someone who has written here for 10 years, I am really honored by the journey that I've
been

01:43:23.000 --> 01:43:39.000
invited to go on by this place, and the people from this place to deepen, and the question, and to
critique the assumptions that I walked into this train with, and so I think i'll just call it right wonderful
everybody I I like to

01:43:39.000 --> 01:43:44.000
just again freely. I know we all talk too long but that's okay.

01:43:44.000 --> 01:43:52.000

To ask the 3 ritual here to chime in about briefly about their own work but also anything they want to
comment on.

01:43:52.000 --> 01:43:58.000
Then they've heard 8 4 we map on to then are all discussion from everybody.

01:43:58.000 --> 01:44:03.000
Okay, i'm i'm welcome John Williams.

01:44:03.000 --> 01:44:08.000
I've written about 40 books most of them speculative Oh, sounds sorry.

01:44:08.000 --> 01:44:24.000
I'd like to comment on the the love affair between American readers and medievalism, and I think part
of the interaction of the deal is to an American is that we are not sensitive to the critique

01:44:24.000 --> 01:44:33.000
of the culture that is is happening. I mean, you know, I I talked to Michael Mulcock, who is a huge anti
token God.

01:44:33.000 --> 01:44:41.000
Because he finds the talk, and his you know, is, is speaking in in favor of a terribly impressive classes.

01:44:41.000 --> 01:44:48.000
Still, which ends up being invisible. to me most American, because we're not talk.

01:44:48.000 --> 01:44:53.000
Look at class in the way that Europeans are forced. Yeah.

01:44:53.000 --> 01:45:05.000

So if you if an American reading token we're we're not getting a lot of the background that a European
would get simply by growing I'm.

01:45:05.000 --> 01:45:12.000
In a place that has 1,000 year old, and and have it that whole legacy sitting on you.

01:45:12.000 --> 01:45:19.000
I didn't quite get what more cop was talking about when it came to token until I listened to an audio.

01:45:19.000 --> 01:45:27.000
But the word, and there the reader had to decide what accent to give all the characters.

01:45:27.000 --> 01:45:39.000
So airborne and Proto both had really Okay, Bora may have an accent that was kind of just a little bit
less.

01:45:39.000 --> 01:46:01.000
Oh, oh, my Eric! one you know the Mary and pippant has certainly West country squire access, and and
so on down to to to a Sam, who of course, has a working class accent and I realized that these

01:46:01.000 --> 01:46:09.000
these People's position in the social order was decided for them by how they speak. Yeah.

01:46:09.000 --> 01:46:18.000
And I do that intellectually. But I you know I it never actually come home to me that you know that that
they're They're earth.

01:46:18.000 --> 01:46:35.000
Was there Destiny? i'm right about class, a lot, and I have a fantasy series that is set not an individual
period, but sort of the Northern Europe being Renaissance and and I write about class a lot. I know my
my narrator is

01:46:35.000 --> 01:46:41.000
a guy who is the son of a butcher and and is rising.

01:46:41.000 --> 01:46:48.000
Sort of through cleverness. Handle up into higher rounds.

01:46:48.000 --> 01:46:55.000
But he is not without his critique as well. great, Yeah. Good.

01:46:55.000 --> 01:47:09.000
Thank you Yeah. add Hello, i'm Oh, i'm a

01:47:09.000 --> 01:47:14.000
My my I don't know right about my environment very much.

01:47:14.000 --> 01:47:21.000
My attention to you might have actually very much.

01:47:21.000 --> 01:47:43.000
We walk he went through that I got a very good living in Mexico, right, Oh, you know, and I it's
phenomena that i've seen happen even though i'm

01:47:43.000 --> 01:47:52.000
as new current sets All needed in the next 20 years.

01:47:52.000 --> 01:48:00.000
Is that even sort of a set of gravity and Georgia

01:48:00.000 --> 01:48:19.000
And that I have I was a beneficiary very similar process that's sort of it benefited it for being a person.

01:48:19.000 --> 01:48:23.000
I saw other people follow up literally passing through Tybrane.

01:48:23.000 --> 01:48:34.000
He's one now thank you very

01:48:34.000 --> 01:48:44.000
Like they start off with with their roots and you know so I think it's a very interesting even if we're not
directly right now.

01:48:44.000 --> 01:48:48.000
It's it's yeah it's very interesting.

01:48:48.000 --> 01:48:57.000
But it's yeah nice thanks.

01:48:57.000 --> 01:49:00.000
I'm glad you raised that about a community .

01:49:00.000 --> 01:49:16.000
The system is so interesting. Sit here. I just tested this morning by negative

01:49:16.000 --> 01:49:34.000
I have 4 novels would I expect a little bit, and they get blasted because I don't. I'm not really a fan of
classic embassy the most recent one road sold as well the

01:49:34.000 --> 01:50:00.000
finalist, one of 5 years ago. I grew up a Westerner with a a father who was a geologist like the former
speaker, and and just back from 5 weeks or 2, so that I think it

01:50:00.000 --> 01:50:11.000
is, It was for me very and have to at that time look the confident for literature.

01:50:11.000 --> 01:50:23.000
To grow up from the messages of over civilizations. Were not fine, and like those cats are not ours.

01:50:23.000 --> 01:50:32.000
We've been taking sure that's the thing we have to remember, I worked for 30 years off and on Zoom.

01:50:32.000 --> 01:50:52.000
Yeah, it It can become more and more complicated to like to find the borders between appropriation
and influence, because both those things happen influence is absolutely.

01:50:52.000 --> 01:51:05.000
It is truth, and how how to integrate that where my ancestors I actually have the May Flower.

01:51:05.000 --> 01:51:09.000
God help us, My ancestors were essentially not.

01:51:09.000 --> 01:51:23.000
See. So the here i'm not for them so there is really the struggle between kind of I guess you would say
humility.

01:51:23.000 --> 01:51:36.000
And honesty. Yeah. okay. 2 things. One is one of my very favorite phones.

01:51:36.000 --> 01:51:56.000
Bye from Joe Patton Wolf, British. And whenever I come to a conference like this boy, I think about it, It
is each day I have a choice to work at writing or to try to understand what the intelligence of my day
takes

01:51:56.000 --> 01:52:11.000
professional writers cannot so that's one quarter that can sit on, and the other image is I'm.

01:52:11.000 --> 01:52:17.000
A hiker and desert hiker and some years ago we're hiking!

01:52:17.000 --> 01:52:25.000
What sure looked like I know to my

01:52:25.000 --> 01:52:52.000
And get that. There was one tree, and it stood at the conference of 2 very softly, if I recall, and that tree
was free, and I thought that that time tree has its reason to rivers and I think we

01:52:52.000 --> 01:52:58.000
are in the position now where we have to have our routes in many groups that we want to be.

01:52:58.000 --> 01:53:08.000
At the same time we have careful not to steal other people's.

01:53:08.000 --> 01:53:19.000
Yeah, that's right, thank you yeah thank you all of these are great ideas. again.

01:53:19.000 --> 01:53:27.000
I think we're going to have all app on it we have that yeah same minutes

01:53:27.000 --> 01:53:31.000
I'd like to throw it open to the audience I I do want to say one thing.

01:53:31.000 --> 01:53:39.000
If just throw in another thing ian phrase James S.

01:53:39.000 --> 01:53:52.000
Yeah. James is a Cory. I never remember that the student type rank of Daniel Abraham, who were best
them lately for the expand series, which was Tv as well amazing book.

01:53:52.000 --> 01:53:58.000
And then we'll talk about adaptations both were really good, but for different reasons.

01:53:58.000 --> 01:54:04.000
But I also Wanna mention that Daniel Abraham is a phenomenal.

01:54:04.000 --> 01:54:09.000
Fantasy around, or high fantasy rider in his own right.

01:54:09.000 --> 01:54:24.000
And I know, make these at this conference would appreciate his work. i'm liking on the name of the first

01:54:24.000 --> 01:54:30.000
Which was his first series, and then dagger in the coin most brief.

01:54:30.000 --> 01:54:42.000
And then i've been cool then you're working on a new one. You all might know more than I do, but i'll
even working on the new one.

01:54:42.000 --> 01:54:51.000
So I didn't pay the phone start. Okay, and He is absolutely one of my invite. that's a very fantasy writer,
and so let me help you know that sake.

01:54:51.000 --> 01:54:58.000
A lot. so I want to throw me at another minute, but I want to throw it open to the audience.

01:54:58.000 --> 01:55:12.000
Comment on, add to expand on the of the ideas any of us have raised, or throw in something of your
own

01:55:12.000 --> 01:55:16.000
Or are you Yeah, you're i'm sorry?

01:55:16.000 --> 01:55:29.000
Yeah. I was mentioning about the European difference of remind me of a situation.

01:55:29.000 --> 01:55:42.000
I live sort of a place the chemicals that's back in the seventies. There was a scottish chemist there, and
he said that it was that back into various miles.

01:55:42.000 --> 01:55:50.000
You could be worrying. Yeah, have us stores some I think it's for 10 years, and somebody who was fresh
out of college if we went to Austria.

01:55:50.000 --> 01:55:54.000
In Cambridge and put it over you. Yeah.

01:55:54.000 --> 01:56:11.000
So there was that even even back twentieth century there is Oh, yeah, kind of an definitely hi again, i'll.

01:56:11.000 --> 01:56:18.000
I'll invent i'm teaching you a summer class this semester.

01:56:18.000 --> 01:56:35.000
It's still ongoing but I thought it's an honored spinning class, and one of the most recently read was the
lightning and I just wanna I mean something to share how much.

01:56:35.000 --> 01:56:40.000
do all love that recognizing points, names, and food descriptions.

01:56:40.000 --> 01:56:46.000
I have a lot of color some native students, or or at least familiar with an area

01:56:46.000 --> 01:56:56.000
And they just had a They had a real close connection with that, and so that really nothing more than the
comments.

01:56:56.000 --> 01:57:16.000
They're fighting they They loved it. I think That may be a favorite I think one of my takeaways about
looking at the work of various New New Mexico Ii.

01:57:16.000 --> 01:57:28.000
How how rich the tapestry is made! The more threads are moving in, the more ways we have
conceptualizing, speculative fiction.

01:57:28.000 --> 01:57:36.000
And these various worlds in very large spaces, or in new directions, or just looking at existing orders with
the new ones.

01:57:36.000 --> 01:57:52.000
So I I think that community aspect that you mentioned, is also a really key piece, whether or whatever
seeing things that that resonate from a a a recognizable Mexican experience or that are sort of behind
the scenes, Oh, how

01:57:52.000 --> 01:57:57.000
that's awesome

01:57:57.000 --> 01:58:09.000
I was just not again and I would like to say back to that concept of community, I know in other parts of
the us, at least there are also rich and important writers communities.

01:58:09.000 --> 01:58:25.000
But i'm i'm sort of circled around the edges of lots of people in New Mexico riders community
communities for a long time, and there is something very different about what happens with the writers
communities.

01:58:25.000 --> 01:58:42.000
Here, I think, in an endless sort of getting that the way They work with each other and help each other
also, obviously, and lots of them in ways that seems very rooted in this place on app

01:58:42.000 --> 01:58:53.000
I don't. I have a pinpoint in it yet, but I think it's central to a lot of what goes on, and I and obviously
there's so many writers from New Mexico or in New

01:58:53.000 --> 01:58:57.000
Mexico now no there's no prominentities.

01:58:57.000 --> 01:59:03.000
They don't most of them don't right about new Mexico. I've been buying Daniel for a long time.

01:59:03.000 --> 01:59:07.000
I need something 5, you know, set in a new mexico area that I can.

01:59:07.000 --> 01:59:15.000
That's not you know that big because I can't think of that thing or series.

01:59:15.000 --> 01:59:29.000
But There's no prominentities most new Mexico, speculative Nixon often don't actually write about, or
Saturday Mac, for example, rebecca ron morris but

01:59:29.000 --> 01:59:38.000
it's there's actually a certain amount of resistance to writers wanting to work within this landscape.

01:59:38.000 --> 01:59:45.000
Because they don't understand it. I decided I was gonna write one book about New Mexico.

01:59:45.000 --> 02:00:00.000
It's called days of retirement, and I put everything in that I wanted to say about Mexico but also
fortunately, I have this still describing what an alien pilot is like and so I

02:00:00.000 --> 02:00:03.000
described New Mexico as if it were an alien plant.

02:00:03.000 --> 02:00:07.000
And the editor got it. Yeah, Yeah, exactly.

02:00:07.000 --> 02:00:17.000
I remember the the logarithm. yeah.

02:00:17.000 --> 02:00:24.000
Critical comment on it will just bewildered. they had I thought it was very about my neighbors right, I
mean.

02:00:24.000 --> 02:00:32.000
I recognized everybody in that. But you know to an East Coast Bill review or a website film reviewer.

02:00:32.000 --> 02:00:41.000
It was what they didn't they firstly they didn't understand magical realism secondly they didn't
understand it.

02:00:41.000 --> 02:00:46.000
Yeah, And and so the the you know, the apple response, just yeah.

02:00:46.000 --> 02:00:53.000
Sort of strongly influence the way I decided to write about that's interesting.

02:00:53.000 --> 02:01:03.000
Yeah, I it's true we're out of time please feel free to continue to sketch with the officer here checked out
the folks fall for broth.

02:01:03.000 --> 02:01:13.000
We will have them, and then feelers room I think it's and at least for the end of the day.

02:01:13.000 --> 02:01:21.000
But fewer through my shutting down at 4 today, so everybody be aware of them, and thank you all for
being here.

02:01:21.000 --> 02:01:32.000

This is such a rich topic. Yeah, We thought about doing the whole conference on the phone. Alright, you
Thank you.

